“Every child Be
deserves a voice, Someone’s
and we’re making Light

that possible. Children

Community.
Charity.

Erica Wilson, M. ED, CCC-SLP
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Founded in 1980

Scottish Rite Foundation of Georgia

The light within makes us love. Sharing it with others makes us shine.

e Funds RiteCare speech and language disability/autism clinics for children

* Supports educational scholarships for deserving Georgia students

“We have seen parents hear their children speak and say | love you for the first time.”

Erica Wilson, M. ED, CCC-SLP



Ways We Shine

The Scottish Rite Foundation of Georgia has a Dual Focus
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Scottish Rite Masons of Georgia ..
Mission:

Ensure all children have the opportunity
to reach their full potential and shine brightly
in their communities through client care,
research, and education. We make a

difference one child at a time.

GEORGIA SCOTTISH RITE

SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAMS.

Mission:
Supporting the nation's future leaders
in obtaining a post-secondary

education so they may pay it forward

in their communities.

For purposes of this presentation, our focus will be primarily on RiteCare.
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RiteCare

Georgia & United States
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Supports one of the largest RiteCare
Clinic Systems (southern jurisdiction of 35 states
and Washington, DC), S€rving more than
1100 clients annually.

KiteCare

Scottish Rite Masons
Helping Children Communicate

U.S. RiteCare clinics, centers, and
special programs operate throughout
the U.S. Through this philanthropic
effort, RiteCare Centers have helped
tens of thousands of children
improve their communication skills
and their lives.



Language is the foundation of all communication
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express ourselves, ideas, retain and recall and academic
and understand information, and success.

information. interact with others.

(~Gettingsmart.com (2021); Leanne Sherred)



Without early
detection,
many
treatable
disorders

are missed
in childhood

The Problem

Language deficits and low literacy are associated

Wlu-chéased dropout rates * Harmful health behaviors
* Unemployment * Decreased life expectancy
* |ncarceration e Suicide

(school to prison pipeline)

Impact

* 44 million adults are unable to read simple stories to their children.
* 50% of adults cannot read at an 8™ grade level.
* 44% of American adults do not read a single book in a calendar year.

* 60% of households do not buy a single book in a year.



Barbara Walters Dan Aykroyd Daniel Radcliffe

Famed TV journalist. She worked with a speech therapist The Academy Award nominated actor was diagnosed Well-known for his role as Harry Potter, he has lived
to improve her speech patterns and correct her lisp. with autism spectrum disorder in the early 80’s. with mild dyspraxia, a neurological disorder that
affects motor skill development.

Anderson Cooper Bruce Willis Temple Grandin
The journalist and CNN TV personality has Golden Globe Award-winning actor retired due to Autism advocate and author of several books
struggled with dyslexia from an early age. his diagnosis with aphasia, affecting a person's about autism and animal behavior.

ability to understand and express speech.



Early Intervention is Key

Necessary Efficient

75% of children who Treatment takes 4 times
do not receive help as long to achieve
before age 9 continue success if delayed until
to struggle 4t grade instead of
kindergarten

National Institute of Child Health and
Human Development



|mprOVing Iiteracy requires a multi-pronged approach

Screenings Teacher Training
Teache_r ‘;‘/‘ Comprehensive
Preparation Diagnostics
S elboel Parental

Interventions Education



Students with

4x

Disabilities

10.7” 4.7%

Dropout rate for students Dropout rate for students
with disabilities without disabilities

Research.com Source: NCES 2021

Children who can’t read by third grade
are four times more likely to drop out of
high school than proficient readers

Source: Get Georgia Reading Program



RiteCare Four-Step Growth Plan

Goal: $3 million in new funding over 3 to 5 years

Sustaining

Sustaining current
programs in the
8 clinics beyond what
local fundraising efforts
and membership
dollars provide

Serving More

Serving more
clients in current
locations

(reducing 4-year
waiting period)

Partnering

Partnering
with Georgia
universities offering
speech and
language degrees

Expanding

Open new
donor-funded
programs and clinics



The Need Is Great

We can help

5 million+ children
in the U.S. ages 3-17 have disorders related to

their speech, language, and voice, including autism.

35% of all students

receiving special education
services have language deficits

National Center for Education Statistics

60% of adults
with severe literacy

problems have undetected or
untreated learning disabilities as children

National Adult Literacy and Learning Disabilities Center

*
&

75% — 80% of special

education students identified
as Learning Disabled have their basic
deficits in language and reading

National Institutes of Health
Learning Disabilities Association of Georgia —www.ldag.org



RiteCare Clinics, Universities & Partnership Potential
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RiteCare Clinics

e Georgia Southern University
 Valdosta State University

e University of West Georgia =L
e RiteCare Clinic at Scottish Rite

Medical Center I > An estimated 200,000

APPARO

e Therapy Specialists of Georgia ¢+ & | | L = = e of Georgia’s 2.5M children
e Clear Speech, LLC

e Apparo Academy
e The Autism Learning Center

ages 1-17 have some form

SO «
The Autism Learning Center

of speech or language

Partnership Potential deficit, many of which

Powerful opportunities exist for )
PP might be addressed

creating additional partnerships
throughout the state, including by RiteCare programes.

colleges, universities, private clinics,

and healthcare SyStemS' Accreditation Oversight: Georgia Speech-Language

Hearing Association — Buford


https://youtu.be/trKE6A1CHQU
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The Scottish Rite Foundation of Georgia are innovators in bringing
early childhood language therapies to local communities for free

2023 131,000+ Projected

1178 children and adults served Will serve more children and educate
needed speech pathologists

2.0 million awarded in services to children in need statewide
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Local Valley Statement or Information

2023 000,000+ Projected

How many children served? Will serve how many in 20237

How many total served by this valley ...




GEORGIA SCOTTISH RITE

SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAMS.

2.4 million in scholarships awarded to deserving students

2022 *85,000 2023 90,000+ Projected

Awarded to students through our Scholarships awarded to undergraduates
annual distribution cycle and graduate students

e All scholarship recipients must have a minimum 3.0 GPA and attend a Georgia institution
* Scholarships are awarded in the amount of $1,000 each for full-time students seeking technical or bachelor’s degrees.

e New in 2023, six graduate scholarships for Speech & Language Pathology (increasing # of students screened, evaluated & treated).



The Impact Since Inception

RiteCare Scholarships

$2.4M awarded since 1980
No-cost intervention Educating more Empowering parents
for early childhood speech and speech pathologists and administrators
language disorders at low- or who will impact 1000s of lives with affordable intervention

no cost and support

over their careers



The Power of Partnership

Literacy evaluations
Tutoring services
Targeted screening services

Educational sessions for
parents/teachers/community
stakeholders

Continuing education for
speech-language pathologists

Click photo to play VS video

GEORGIA
SOUTHERN

UNIVERSITY

Y
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* Clinical hands-on experience for
speech and language students

* Phonics, dyslexia and autism
support

® Language support for stroke
victims

Click photo to link to GSU video

G0 WEST

Hands-on graduate student group
language therapy sessions

Hearing, speech screenings and
evaluations for PreK and Head
Start classes

Integrate speech and sports via
baseball camps

Hearing screens for all Carroll County
first graders

Hearing screenings at local businesses
and community events

Advocate for speech & language
program at local community career days



What Your Dollars Can Do

2023 budget example from Valdosta State University program totaling $33,000

»7,000 >1,000

Graduate student assistant Materials

In one year, the RiteCare Dyslexia Program at the Sullivan Literacy Center could provide:

* 76 literacy evaluations (private market estimated cost: $38,000)

Tutoring services to 61 students (private market estimated cost: $120,080)

Targeted screening services for up to 200 students (private market estimated cost: $1,200)

Multiple educational sessions for parents/teachers/community stakeholders

Continuing education sessions for speech-language pathologists




Why Should | Support the Scottish Rite?

Make a life-changing difference

» Strong strategic plan to help children
and communities

* Good stewards of donated dollars

* History of successful outcomes

* Decrease dropout rates

Responsible partnerships with local
communities and universities

Save taxpayer dollars through early intervention

Create productive citizens that strengthen
communities




Ways You Can Help

“| have seen miracles happen.”

Erica Wilson, M. ED, CCC-SLP

_ Host a fundraiser
Partner with us for an

in-store/bank/credit union
community fundraising Participate in our

Make a pledge to
Sponsor a

| RiteCare clinic
campaign giving club levels

Write in Scottish Rite Foundation of Georgia in your company’s United Way efforts

Make a donation to Donate online at Make a planned gift
our Scholarship program WWW.gascottishrite.org via wills, trusts, stocks



http://www.gascottishrite.org/

